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Learning outcomes
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With the successful completion of the course, students will be able to:

e Distinguish between and relate the concepts of epistemology — methodology —
methods, and justify the relationship among them.




¢ |dentify the main epistemological strategies (positivism, post-positivism,
interpretive approach, phenomenology, constructivism/constructionism, critical
realism) and their implications for research practice.

e Formulate clear research questions and align the question with a theoretical
framework, research design, type of data, and analytical strategy.

e Select appropriate methods of analysis depending on the empirical material
(websites/digital traces, questionnaires, ethnographic data, interviews, narratives).

e Apply core steps of selected methods (claims analysis, action organization analysis,
guestionnaire design, digital ethnography, Reflexive Thematic Analysis, biographical
narrative analysis) to small-scale examples.

e C(ritically evaluate the quality of a study (logic of argumentation, validity/reliability
or quality/trustworthiness, ethics, reflexivity).

e Use tools (including Al) with transparency and documentation, and with awareness
of their possibilities, limitations, and associated concerns/objections.

General Competences

Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must acquire (as
these appear in the Diploma Supplement and appear below), at which of the following does
the course aim?

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data  Project planning and management

and information, with the use of the Respect for difference and multiculturalism
necessary technology Respect for the natural environment
Adapting to new situations Showing social, professional and ethical
Decision-making responsibility and sensitivity to gender issues
Working independently Criticism and self-criticism

Team work Production of free, creative and inductive

Working in an international environment  thinking
Working in an interdisciplinary ...
environment Others...
Production of new research ideas ...

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, with the use of the necessary
technology

Decision-making

Criticism and self-criticism

Production of free, creative and inductive thinking

Working independently

Team work

Working in an interdisciplinary environment

Production of new research ideas

Project planning and management

Respect for difference and multiculturalism

Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and sensitivity to gender issues

(3) SYLLABUS

The course “Research Methodology in the Social Sciences II” combines epistemological
grounding with training in contemporary methods/approaches for analysing social data
(qualitative, quantitative, and digital). A core principle of the course is that methodological
choices are not neutral technical decisions; rather, they embody ontological and




epistemological assumptions about what counts as social reality, how knowledge is
constituted, and what the role of the researcher is in the process of producing it.

The course begins with two epistemological units that map the spectrum from positivism and
post-positivist revisions to the interpretive tradition. It then moves on to approaches that
seek to move beyond the objectivism—subjectivism divide (phenomenology,
constructivism/constructionism, critical realism).

In the second part, students become familiar with specialised methodologies: analysis of
action organisation and political claims through websites; quantitative research on violence
and harassment at work (measurement—questionnaire design—interpretation); critical
realist formulation of research questions; ethnography/digital ethnography; Reflexive
Thematic Analysis; biographical-narrative analysis; and the critical use of artificial
intelligence in qualitative analysis.

Overall, the course is organised as a modular pathway from epistemological foundations to
a range of contemporary analytical methods (digital, quantitative, comparative,
ethnographic, thematic, biographical), equipping students with the tools to:

justify their choices epistemologically,

formulate clear research questions,

select appropriate data collection/analysis strategies, and

produce convincing, reflexive, and ethically responsible research arguments.

(4) TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION

DELIVERY | Distance learning
Face-to-face, Distance learning,
etc.

USE OF INFORMATION AND | Distance learning, Use of ICT (power point, video) in

COMMUNICATIONS | teaching/E-learn, Communication with students (e-
TECHNOLOGY | mail, e-learn)

Use of ICT in teaching, laboratory

education, communication with

students

TEACHING METHODS
The manner and methods of Activity Semester
teaching are described in detail. workload
Lectures, seminars, laboratory || Lectures 39h
practice, fieldwork, study and || Unguided/ Non-guided study & 78h
analysis of bibliography, tutorials, | | analysis of literature
placements, clinical practice, art | | preparation of an essay /Writing of 33h

workshop, interactive teaching, | | final/interim papers
educational visits, project, essay
writing, artistic creativity, etc.

The student's study hours for each
learning activity are given as well
as the hours of non-directed study

Course total 150h




according to the principles of the
ECTS

STUDENT PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION

Description of the evaluation
procedure

Language of evaluation, methods
of evaluation, summative or
conclusive, multiple choice
questionnaires, short-answer
questions, open-ended questions,
problem solving, written work,
essay/report, oral examination,
public presentation, laboratory
work, clinical examination of
patient, art interpretation, other

Specifically-defined evaluation
criteria are given, and if and where

Final) Written Essay
Intermediate assignments

they are accessible to students.

(5) ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY

- Suggested bibliography:

Alvesson, M & Skoldberg, K (2000) Reflexive Methodology. London: Sage.

Bazeley, P. (2013). Qualitative Data Analysis. Practical Strategies. Thousand Oaks:
Sage.

Bazeley, P., & Jackson, K. (2013). Qualitative Data Analysis with NVivo. London: Sage.
Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative
Research in Psychology, 3 (2), pp. 77-101.

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2012). Thematic analysis. 2to H. Cooper (emiu.) APA Handbook
of Research Methods in Psychology (oo. 51-77). American Psychological Association,.
Bryman, A. (2000) Quantity and Quality in Social Research. London: Routledge.
Chamberlayne, P., Bornat, J. & Wengraf, T. (emu.) (2000). The Turn to Biographical
Methods in Social Science. London: Routledge.

Charmaz, K. (2000). Grounded Theory: Objectivist and constructivist methods. Zto N.
Denzin & Y.S. Guba (em.), Handbook of qualitative research (2n €k6. 0. 509-535).
Thousand Oaks u. a.:Sage.

Charmaz, K. (2006) Constructing Grounded Theory: a Practice Guide through
Qualitative Analysis. London: Sage.

Chatzichristos, G. (2025). Qualitative Research in the Era of Al: A Return to Positivism
or a New Paradigm? International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 24.

Coffey A. & Atkinson P. (1996) Making Sense of Qualitative Data. Complementary
Research Strategies. London: Sage

Dafermos, M. (2025) Dialectics as Mode of Thought and Method in History. Springer.
Denzin, N.K. & Lincoln, Y.S. (em.) (2000), The Handbook for Qualitative Research.
(2n €kd.). CA.: Sage.

Dockery G. (2000) “Participatory Research: whose roles, whose responsibilities?”, oto
Trunam C., Mertens D.M. & Humphries (eds) (2000) Research and Inequality. London:
UCL Press.

Elliot, J. (2005) Using narrative social research. Qualitative and Qualitative
Approaches. London: Sage.




Ezzy, D. (2002) Qualitative Analysis, Practice and Innovation, New South Wales: Allen
& Unwin.

Flick, U. (1998). Qualitative Forschung. Theorie, Methoden, Anwendung in
Psychologie und Sozialwissenschaften. Reinbek: Rowohlt Verlag.

Giddens, A. (1976). New Rules of Sociological Method: A Positive Critique of
Interpretative Sociologies. London: Hutchinson.

Glaser, B. G. & Strauss, A. L. (1967) The discovery of grounded theory. Strategies for
qualitative research. New York: Aldine de Gruyter.

Gubrium, J. & Holstein, J. (1997) The new Language of Qualitative Method. New York,
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Hutchison, A.J., Johnston, L. H. & Breckon, J.D. (2010). Using QSR-NVivo to facilitate
the development of a grounded theory project: an account of a worked example.
International Journal of Social Research Methodology, 13(4), 283-302.

Kelle, U. & Erzberger, C. (1999). Integration Qualitativer und Quantitativer Methoden.
Methodologische Modelle und ihre Bedeutung fiir die Forschungpraxis. Kolner
Zeitschrift fiir Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie, 51.

Lawrence Neuman, W. (2000). Social Research Methods. Qualitative and Quantitative
Approaches. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Lee R. (1993) Doing research on sensitive topics. London: Sage

Liamputtong Pr. (2007) Researching the Vulnerable. A guide to sensitive research
methods. London: Sage.

Miles, M.B. & Huberman A.M. (1994) Qualitative Data Analysis: An Expanded
Sourcebook. Thousand Oaks: Sage

Miller, R (2005) (ed.) Biographical Research Methods. London: Sage (4 touol).
Morgan D (1996) Focus groups. Annual Review of Sociology, Vol. 22, 6. 129-152.
Outhwaite, W. & Turner, S. (2007) (ed.) The Sage handbook of Social Science
Methodology. London: Sage

Patton M.Q. (1990) Qualitative Evaluation and Research Methods. London: Sage
Phoenix, A. (2006), Interrogating intersectionality: Productive ways of theorising
multiple positioning, Kvinder, Kgn & Forskning , 2-3 pp. 21-30.

Phoenix, A. (2011), Psychosocial intersections: contextualising the accounts of adults
who grew up in visibly ethnically different households, in H. Lutz, M. T. H. Vivar, L.
Supik (Eds.), Framing intersectionality (pp. 137-152). Farnham, Surrey: Ashgate Press.
Potter, J. & Wetherell, M. (1987) Discourse and Social Psychology. London: SAGE
Potter, J. (1996) Representing Reality. London: SAGE

Ragin C.C. (1994) Constructing Social Research. Thousand Oaks: Pine Force Press.
Risjord M, (2014) Philosophy of social science. A contemporary introduction. New
York: Routledge.

Roberts, Br. (2002), Biographical research. Buckingham: Open University Press.
Silverman D (1993) Interpreting Qualitative Data. Methods for Analysing Talk, Text
and Interaction. London: Sage

Silverman, D. (2000) Doing Qualitative Research. A Practical Handbook. London: Sage.
Strauss, A. & Corbin, J. (1990). Basics of qualitative Research. Grounded Theory
procedures and techniques. Newbury Park: Sage.

Strauss, A. & J. Corbin (1998) Basics of Qualitative Research. Techniques and
Procedures for Developing Grounded Theory. (2n'Ek8.) London: Sage Publications.
Sullivan, P. (2012). Qualitative data analysis. Using a dialogical approach. Thousand
Oaks: Sage.

Tashakkori, A. & Teddlie, C. Handbook of Mixed Methods in Social and Behavioral
Research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 2003.




e Tsiolis, G. & Christodoulou, M. (2021) Social causation and Biographical Research.
Philosophical, theoretical, and methodological arguments. London / New York:
Routledge.

e Yuval-Davis, N. (2006) Intersectionality and Feminist Politics, European Journal of
Women's Studies, Vol. 13(3): 193-209




